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WITH VIETNANM
C(HONG KONG) == THE SXIPPER OF A SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHIP WHICH ESCAPED

FROY SAIGON WITA NEARLY FOUR-THOUSAND REFUGEES 'SAYS TWO MEN ON BOARD
COMMITTED SUICIDE WHEN THEY THOUGHT THE VESSEL WAS HEADING FOR NORTH
VIETNAM.

THE SKIPPLR, MMOMNGBGSLlY (FAHM NAHK LWEE), BLAMED THEIR DEATHS ON
RUMNORS WHICH SPREAD ABOARD HIS SHIP A DAY AFTER IT SAILED FROM SAIGON
APRIL 30TH.

PHAM SAID CNE CF THE VICTIMS JUMPED OVEREOARD AND DROWNED AND THE
OTHER, AN ARMY CCLONEL, SHOT HIMSELF IN THE HEAD. HIS BODY WAS THROWN
OVEREOARD BY THE OTHER REFUGEES. '

THE SHIP SANK IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA LAST FRIDAY, BUT ALL ABOARD
WERE RESCUED AND BROUGHT TO HONG KONG SUNDAY .

PHAM TOLD THE ASSGCIATE «SS HE DID NOT MNOW HOW THE RUMOR
CONCERNING THE TRIP TO NCKTH VIETNAM STARTED. BUT ANOTHER REFUGEE
BLAMED IT ON SOME V'T; CONG AGENTS WHO HE SAID WERE AMONG THE REFUGEES
BROUGHT TO HONG KONG.

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SAID THEY ARE SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE
REPORT CONCERNING THE VIET CONG AGENTS,

/ f _‘,
Pry ‘ys US Soarte IMTC c

PHAM ARRIVED IN HONG KONG WITH HIS WIFE AND TEN RELATIVES. PHAM SAID

HE AS TwO DAUGHTERSMAW STUDYING AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE IN KNOXVILLE, AND A SON, PHAM TRUONG SON,
m

STUDYING AT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN WASHINGTON, Teca HE=SRIT=HE

HAS™A S ISTERy“HRSeOLIVER ~ARAEME Ry, L LUL NG IN-
 MILPLTA67-CALIFORNEA .
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TO :

M/S TRUONG-XUAN

386 — HONG . THAP. TY — SAIGON
PHONES 96319 . 94,784 - 77 048
22.557 - 21,840 DATE
Cob, VISHIPCO - SAIGON
Vil . NAM

Acte de deces

Le deux Mai mil neufvoent soixante quinze a quatorze
heures est decede a bord’'du m.s, Truomg Xuan arme a Saigon
le Colonel VONG A SANG, domicilie avant son embarquement

a Hong Bang no 41-43 a Saigon cinguieme arrondissement
ne a Moncay le’'l9 Mars 1902,

Dresse em mer le deux Mai mil neuf cent soixante quinze
a quinze heures sur la declaration de Monsieur CHAN TAK LIM,
son gendre, age de 50 ans qui, lecture faite, a signe avec
nous PHAM NGOC LUY, capitaine du m.s. Truong Xuan remplis
sant a bord les fonctions d'officier de l'etat-civil.

Le d7plarant Le Capitaine
/A
CHAN TAK LIM PHAM NGOC LUY

N° Lol Hut. 395

Vu pour la léralisation de la sign

t .
de M.mm:c#emf ; mZu..
o~ g - s :2”..Z?EQ.M L
agosée ci-.? 5"'7 ~
}hW;KNm.h.ﬂaéJmnst"!:!}Jb

La Consul Général de France ) f. 0.
lo(h-ngﬁum

-,
. »

Charles FAROUX



M/S TRUONG-XUAN

36 — HONG . THAP. T — SAIGON
PRCNES 96 319 . 94.786 - 97 058
23.557 - 21.840 DATE
Cob, VISMIPCO . SAIGON
Vigl - NAM

TO:

Constat de deces
a bord du m.s. Truong Xuan

Le deux mai mil neuf,cent soixante quinze a quatorze
heures, en presence de Monsieur PHAM NGOC LUY, capitaine
du m.s. ci-dessus mentionne,

Je constate, par le present que Monsieur le Colonel
VONG A SANG ne a Moncay le 19 Mars 1902, est decede de
‘mort naturelle ( vraisemblablement de fatigue et de pri
vations, apres avoir passe trois jours et deux nuits a
bord du m.s. Truong Xuam.)

Ce constat est delivre a Madame VONG A SANG a toute
fin utile.

Fait en mer le deux Mai mil neuf cent

soixante quinze.
)
]

“ e S (2 \\'J.',/‘"k\,j" - !
Docteur BUI NGOC DIEP
Docteur en Medecine.

N 6ol AV, 34b

Vu pour la légalisation de la signature
de Mastituar. /2! NERE....
D REB. ) Ot bk N, Sl
apposée Cl- . EHEdtelm. Lo
Hong Kong, le - 3-6n/72f.

Le Consu! Géréral de France

te Oonmal adidies

e
/

Charles FAROUX
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TINH DAO NHAT BAO SO RA NGAY 5 THANG 7 NAM 1975

IAU TRUONG XUAN MGI-BUOC KEO TOI HONG KONG THI NGpYEN CHU NHAN BA XIN LAY LAL.

‘wxpm TAU CO szUAN XA KHONG BANH XE, KHONG TAY LAI, 100 VIEN-ﬁAN

VIET CONG VAN NIN TIENG CHINH PHU HONG KONG ¢ LAI " KHONG HE CAN DU o

/ THEO TUONG TRINH CUA KY GfA BON BAO TRUUNG CHI HUY) Sau khi chlec tau TRdohg xuan b
ddBc héng Samname keo vé Hong kong, cho tdi nay thi” s6 phan cua no van chua dudc sang
to, chigc_ tau bo Trudng xuah hién dang tha neo tai khu tdu bign phia b3c Giao-ky -Chau,
thoac mién tay hong kong.

Vgu;an chu nhdn hang tau blen VISHIPCO LINE da xin Lay lai Chlec Trdong xuan. Sau
khi dude keo t01 Hong kong, tO0i hom qua, nhan vién cdnh sat da” cung vdi vhuyen vien
khi g101 lén tau dé klem soat, vi khong co phuong tién chiu sang, cong vige kiem soat |
trén tau r8t kho khdn, tin so' khd1 toi qua, nhan vién kiém soat da tim thay 70 chlec xe
van tal xe jeep do Hoa ky che tao ( chua trong kho 1, kho 2) , tuy nhi@n, tit ca bdnh

. Xe cung nhu’ tay lai déu da thao gé' , nhan vién canh sat cung da tim duoc 100 vién dan
rifle va mot bang dan trong, tuy nhién, khong thay co sung ong.
Ngay hom _nay nhan _VviEén huu trach se tiép tuc luc soat, ba chiec cau cua canh sat
tuan duyen da canh glu chi8c Trubng Xudn tu’ tBi hbm qua, ho cufig da su'dyng may bdm de
bom hét nuoc trong tad, va hié€n nay thi taa Truong Xuan khong con nguxdhlem bi dam nua.
" Viec tranh gianh chige tau Truong xuan co_ thé s€ gay nén nhung song gid chinh tri.
cho nén thai dd cua chinh phu Hong kong trudé sau van cu’ duhg ugoal. Phat ngdn nhan chinh
phu H.K cu'ldp,l@p lai : Chinh phu khong he “dinh dang toi vy nay. ‘
Cbng tytdu blén nguyén so huu_ chtu cua Chléc Trudng xuan higén thudc vé “ai, tdl nay
van chda pdoc chung thde, ngudi chu n?éu cga cong ty MARINER $HIPPING AGENT dubc uy
nhiem, nhung da tu’ chéi khong cist lb~ai da uy nhiem mxnh.
So' phan cua chlec 5au nguyen la tau blen Viét nam nay,co the co hai kha nang
Mot la thuﬁc quyén so huu dhn cua chinh hu cach mang lam thdi nam Viét nam, hai la™
thuoc sb' huil eha>£na~on cua cong ty tau blen Viet nam da roi khoi VN trdoc kh1 thay
ddi chinh quyén, neu bng ta co dax{du bang co, tau Truong xudn co the “thodc _ve ong tat
qua vige ong ta a3 uy nhiém cho hang tau kéo, keo chiBec trudng xudn Ve, ~thi ong ta ra
c'o thé da o vung dat nzo do ngoai V.N. [
#5au khi gianh dude chlnh quyén, chinh phu cach mang lam thd1 Nam Vlet g tuyen bo
: Tﬁt ca nhdng tau be cua Nam Vidt dang l8nh dénh trén mit bién~ quoc ta déu #a thudc
vé tai san cua minh. L | 1

Cong ty SSamname da nhdnh chan hon khi keo dude Chlec tau toi H.K, Ngu01 phu_ trach
hang tau nay tuyén b3, viéc keo tau Trubng xuan ve H K hoan todn vi ly do thubng mai.
khong h2 ‘mang mot y dinh chinh tri ndo ca.Con tri gia cua chiéc tau, hién nhda the >~
Joan ofasag duoc, nal mof'chiec tau budn tudng Cu'trong t1nh trang tot thi” tr; gia
khoang hai triéu dollar HK. Hafig Saname keéo tau ve vdl y dinh so khoi 1a, néd khong
ai nh@n lanh 3 thi ho se ddhg ddn xin lam chu chiec tau con n@u nguyen 50 huu chu
doi h01 thi cong ty nay cung se tléb xuc d& ban vé “viéc thu lai chi ph1 keo tau.

; CHIEC CRUONG XUAN ﬁA NGA SANG_ MOT BEN. TRONG TAU CO XAC NGUdI KHO F{Eﬁu
Boi vi tau TX dude keo qua Eya khau cua HK S6' Hai vu di’yEu cau hai- quan hoang-g
gia cho tau tuan ti€u, de” theo doi 18 trinh, cung nhd luu f nhung tau bé khac khong
dde £0i gan. S
Chi&c tau keo WILVIN cua hang Samname da kiem dudc, chlec = t01 hom qua, va da
cho ngudi 18n tau X tuc truc tdi sang, roi bat dau kh01 hanh ve HK,
Nhw’ tin bbn bao di loan, SO hai-vu da cho tau tuan tiu toi vung phu c@n dao PHO D
Day cho san tdl mot gid chi2u ngay hom qua, khi chidc TX duoc keo téi vudg bi®n Hoanh
lan, thi ho da cho nh@an vin cdng ldc 1€n tau dé klém gpat. i
Sau & mbt chi@c tau thudc_ So canh sat qublen cung tdi dé ki%m soat, va ho da
tim th&y moy xac dan ong, vi “chet di lau, xae da kho héo, trén mlnh mac bo qu&n ad ngu
mau tring, chac day la mdt d¥n ty nan‘Nam Vigt, da khong roi kh01 dddc chige tau cung o
vox nhung dong hddng kHac. Xdec chdt da dude §¢ li8m-cat thu ly. Mot chuyen vign v@ vu_
khi cung di Ien tdu xem xet, =
D@ tuong trinh voi doc gla b6n bao vé Tchife tau ty nan noi tleng vi d4 cho hdn ba

-~
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ngan nguoi ty nan, bon ba/o da cu ky gia thue trﬁc thang tdi ndi keo tau d& chup
anhtawm \\hon sw .

Theo su' duan sat tan noi tu' trén khong thi bon bao ky g1a thav chlec tau Fre
t:a1 2500 tan nay, than tau da ngnlen han sang phia bén phai khoang 30 dd, duoci
tau bén phai ngtlier!i nhigu hdn, chi’ ¢8n cach mat nu’oc khoang dd vai thddc Anh
thoi, khi chmec Wilvin €W tw keo chi@c TX vao tdi hai phan HK, th3y co tau hal—
quan hd tong tu’ aang xa.

Than tau TX mau xanh lam, va co sén hang chw :VISHIPCO LINE, mu1 tﬁx‘dé“ -
hai chu’ TRUONG XUAN, tuy nh:.en da trox. son nhiéu r01 nhléu chd " r1 set, va1 P
s0i glay cap trén ca.n ciu da’ dut vi than tau nghien nga co nhung doan gidy car
da” ngam dudi mat bian, tret} tau co ha.i kho, nudc ngap khoang vai thude _Anh, thiy
thu tren tau kéo W11v1n da dung may bom, bom hét nudc t:rong kho ra ngoal lam
glam han do nghié cua tau;
Buve bigt, ch éc ™X duoc 3ong vao nam 1958, vdi t:u01 thuyen 18, 1e ra van
conco the tiep tuc su’ dung dd;lc tuy nhi€n, theo tlml trang nay, thi pha1 qua cudc
"Pai tu bd" Mol co thd tai xudt bién khdi.




A CONG ™ TAU BIEN SAMNAME-BA THANH C"NG TRONG ¢ CUOC CHAY -BUA
TIV KIEM BAU VAT.' O QUYEN BOI NGUYEN CHU NHAN TAU TRUONG XUAN
TRA BA TRIEU DOLLARS HONH KONG
TN RIENG CUA TiNH BAO NHAT BAO.MGt han% tAU dia phubng ngdy hom qua df da  thamh
trong cuoc chay dua tim lai chigc tau iet Nam bi bo roi mang ten Truong Xuan, tin
ch ¢ rang ho co th* yéu cau dai di€n cua chiéc tau bod trong tra cho ho ba trt"u dollars
Tuy nhién , cho tdi nay thi dai di@n hodc chu nhan chiéd Trudng xuan van con nam trojng
bi mat. &
Tuy vay ngd01 ta tin rang, mdt hang tau khac bi that bai trong cugc chay dua, co the
1a dai d1en cua chlec tau Trdﬁng xuan. Hang Samname thdnh cong trong cugc chay dua hi€n
14 sb hiu chu hdp phap cua chiéc tau bé rdi, tdu Truong xuan ngay hom qua da dude ked
¢€a v& tU' Hoanh Lan, va hi@n dang tha neo tai phia bZ¢ Giao-Ky-Chau thude phia tdy Hong
kong.
K§ gia bdn bao tdng dat cau hoi 13 da tiep xuc dude le ngudi dai di€n bi mat 4o
chua thi mot y@u nhan cua hang Samname da tu chdi khong tra 1oi. Vien chidc nay cung tw
chBi khong chdhg thucve mQt ngudn tin cho ring cOng ty cia Ong ta se trao tra lai chi&c
tau va hy vong se duoc nguoi Vigt nam tra ba tridu dong. .

Theo lult hang hai thi hang tau Samname hign 12 so'huu chu hdp phap cua chlec tau
Trdﬁhg xuan boi vi ho da tim k2@ dudc chigé tau bo tren vung b1en quoc te Met hang taL
khac, hang Klm Sdn da that bai trong cuoc chay dua'‘tim kiém chi&c binh vang néi, co the
1a dax dign cua chlec tau Viet Nam k& trén.

Khi dubc h01 vé ngudn tin nay, thi mot phat ngon nhgh cda hang Kim son da tra 161

: Xin hay hoi hahg Samname, vi hp ho da kigm duoc chize tau do. _

Neu hang Kim son thanh cdng trong vu nay,th1 chiec tau Trubng xuan chac’ chan se
duoc trao tra cho vi=dim=diem=si=mat nguodi sb'huu chu bi mat.

Cude chay dua tim kiém chidc Trydng xuan bat daa tu ngay hom qua, sau khi mot
chige tau dang ky tai Somalya 13 chi&c¢ Eal long seh sdn cat dit sdi gidy cap néi liéa
vdi tau Truong xu@n, Chi®c Pai long sdn da’kéo chidc Trudng xudn di ddde hai tram hai y
veé hdbﬂg Hong kong.

N6i ra thi hdi kho tin, sau khi bi 3700 nguoi Viet nambo rdl, chige Truong xuan
da 18nh dénh trén mat bién tu‘thang tu‘tdi bay gld

_ Ngudi dgi di®n cun§~§hu nh3n cua chiéc tau Trubng xuan chua 19 dlens tuy nhién,
ngudi ta tin rang hewe la chinh quyen moi cua Nam Vigt hodc_la dai dién cua ho.

Neu chinh pht Nam Vigt mubu chlec tau tro lai tay mimh thi pha1 tra mot kh&an t:
tign ldn cho hafg Samname, hodc s& phai tranh gidnh chu gae quyen chiéc tau Trudng xuau
truoc toa ah Hong kong. Bdi vi® theo luat hang h%i quoc te. hang Samname la sd hdu chu
hdp phap, co’ hdi thanh cong trddc téa ah eus rat mong manh ve phia Viét nam, ma 2 néu
khoi td trude tda an quéé te€ Hague, thi” cai kh& nZ9g thanh cong cung rat i
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CABLE AND WIRELESS WORLDWIDE COMMUMICATIONS
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CABLE AND WlRELESS WORLDWIDE COMMUNICATIONS

CSN COUNTER NO HK$ C
V|A : N i BASIC CHARGE
DESTINATION CODE | P T | ORIGIN CODE CHARGEABLE WORDS| ACCOUNT NO
HX
TOTAL
OFFICE OF ORIGIN WORDS DATE TIME INSTRUCTIONS
HONGKONG

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THISUNE (X272 | W%

S5 : - ! : \ , »
P oTE IR NAMEANDADDRESS | Hen MATESTY , RUEEN MARGRETHE L OF
KREAELRAE  DENMARK .

ML 3802 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES () ROARD THE SINKING StHP TRUONGAVAN #

WHo LEFT EVERY THhNG EVEN THEIR NATIVE LAND FoR FREBDOM AND DEHLCRALY

RESPECTEULLY ESXPRESS HEARTFELT THANMKS To HER MATESTY Crov ERNMENT |

Mud PESPLES OF DENMARK £ THE CAPTAIN M/[S CLARA MAERSK ANTON M. CLSEN

Wro SWE REFUGEES FRoM DRAMATIC SiTUATIolL ON MAY 20 £ REALIAING

DANIGH LONG TRADI Tlonw OF HLHAMITAQlM ASGS TANCE Tu SUFFER NG PEOPLE =
' ‘ ¥ MM)&M%JW”” L
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B8R WA DNoDWELL'S RiDGE REFUGEE CAMP - o

HoNG KONG .
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CABLE AND WIRELESS WORLDWIDE COMMUNICATIONS
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le < e
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DES'RWCODE P T | ORIGIN CODE CHARGEABLE WORDS | ACCOUNT NO.
HX
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OFFICE OF ORIGIN WORDS DATE TIME INSTRUCTIONS
HONGKONG
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THISLINE 1% /75 177 2 | WL
CLASS  m#i7) we EAND AD?RESS SENATOR EDWARD KENNIDY AMBASSADOR TEAN BROWN
DELIVERY (IN CAPITALS) : £
AR 2 B it gl;airman of ";he Refugee Acting Chairman of th

MASTIR 1/S TRUONC XUAN s PHAM NGOC LUY 21SEK KONG REFUGEE CAMP 3 HDONG RONGICHINP:C

ON BIHALF OF 4417 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ON BOARD 4 Stop = WHO WANT M0 IMPLANT IN

USA VHEN THE SHIP V@BPIARHORS J0) SAIGON - Stop - WE EXPRESS OUR THANES 2 YOUR
ASSISTANCE FOR SOUTH VIETNAMESE REFUGHES - Stop = WE HOPE YOU WILL USE YOUR

INFLUINCE TO PASS THE LAW ON REFUGEE STATUS - Stop - WE HOPE TO BE ALIVED AND

SETTLED IN USA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE «- Stop = WITH THW HELP FROM YOU AND YOUR COLL’JAGU.E

This telegram will be charged at full rate unless otherwise indicated sbove REFEAERIEESE » TR B S B RN E kR
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CSN COUNTER NO
VIA : N N BASIC CHARGE
DESTINATION CODE P 7 | ORIGIN CODE CHARGEABLE WORDS | ACCOUNT NO.
HX
TOTAL
OFFICE OF ORIGIN WORDS DATE TIME INSTRUCTIONS
HONGKONG
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THISLINE Il ) & [ P s

CLASS W # &% l;lgME AND ADDRESS oz s

R DELIVERY (IN CAPITALS) - A CR. HoN KON -

R 2R H.E THE GOVERN G

ALl \(ETNAMESE RETUGERS WO LEFT EVERNTHING  BND NATIVE FAvd
Tor TFREE Dem PP DEMSERP LY  RES PELT FuLly eypress PCEP APPRECATION

D PEWRFELT TWANES To  Wid CXCBLLENCY THE GOVERNOR of

Worste LoV LOPLE OF Ponty KNG Tl GrENt Pu,l’V MA ((NPvMNHI'yi_
W MPNUTIR AN ASSIGTRNGE - Com e DI TMES  CIARCTING £3TR BLISHING pEwW LIFC

Tn FREE CRUNTRARS . GP BLESS ou - STUP EWD -

This talegram wall be charged at full rate uniess atherwise indicated above B FE 45 B EEAR » 75 R S0 B A L O R
NAME OF SENDER (IN CAPITALS) N . Notto betelegraphed K hgs | ACCOUNT NO
RREAESR gE‘H-‘ GEL RE?\LE CUNT A1\WE Com MATTER - L8 4
ADDRESS OF SENDER (IN CAPITALS)
P TELEPHONE
REE AL DOPWELL'S RaDUE Camp - % 16
Please forward the above he condition
Fasas s e o, ISEPIRRIR ) RESAE OFFICIAL USE ONLY
SIGMATURE OF SENDER
ROLEA®S
HK 10301:73




ki ég\g] ol S

CABLE AND WIRELESS WORLDWIDE COMMUNICATIONS

CSN COUNTER NO HKS$ C
v IA c N N BASIC CHARGE
DESTINATION CODE | P T | ORIGIN CODE CHARGEABLE WORDS| ACCOUNT NO
HX
TOTAL
OFFICE OF ORIGIN WORDS DATE TIME INSTRUCTIONS
HONGKONG

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THISLINE I8 175l 72 |- Mg

CLASS mHMA pos
FoR beLveRy (N Capras) MR TERRY BASSETT

HREAL LRSS (S50 SWIFET ROAD- LOMBARD - Til, 60148 - WCA

HAPPILY RECEIVED Youl TELEGRAM F# PRESENT ConbBITioN is SUFFILENT

Wi TH HELP oF HoNGRORG GOVERNMET # CLEASE REPLY MHEDIATEL
AFTER. You RECEIVE MY SELond IMPRTANT ETTER +

CAPTARN M/S TRUOKG XUAN @ PHAM NGoe LYY |
DoDWELL'S RIDGE REFUGEE (AP - #HoNG KOG

This telegram will be charged at full rate unless otherwise indicated above MREIAFRIEERT » RIS AR AR ME LR

NAME OF SENDER (IN CAPTALS) . Nottobetelegraphed (1.5 % 1} | ACCOUNT NO

amuAkE  CAPTAMN M[C TRUONG XUAN @ PHAM Naoe LUY 8
ADDRESS OF SENDER (IN CAPITALS)

R A M o QODWELL'S RiIDGE REFUGEE AP e

oo KNG
P forward the above ub) he condition
primed ovared b whch areetobasound. 4 LSBT TR PR e Y
SIGNATURE OF SENDER
REBATZ
PTO

HK 1030173



Hong Kong
3 July , 1975.

FACTUAL ACCOUNT OF THE EVENTS LEADING M0 THE ARRIVAL
OF SOME 3,800R VIETNAMESE REFUGEES IN HONG KONG

The follovving is &n account of the exodus from VietNam of
almowt 4,000 people , mainly vvomen and children, on board the
freighter '' TRUUNG-XUAN ',

In the early morning of 30 April ,1975 Saigon had become
in effect an open city. The turmoil produced by panic vvas ever
increasing as people from the dAntire capital milled around seeking
some escape from death. All land routes out vvere closed . Tén-
Son-Nhut Airport vvas under heavy bombardment, the only rehaining
escape route vvas via the Saigon River to the open sea.

Amidst this chaos and despair a mass of people pressed
their vvay om to the freighter ''TRUUONG-XUAN *', This ship , a
rusting hulk vvith neither food nor vvater,neither adequate crevv
nor navigational aids, appeared to offer the last faint hope of
salvation. At this moment the Radio Saigon announcement of President
MINH's unconditional surrender vvas received on board the already
overcrovvded vessel.

At this nevvs the captain orderedtgseﬁghing of the anchor
and the departure of the ship..... but the engine refused to start.
Several hundred more panic-stricken refugees vvere able to take
advantage of the delay and board the shipe.

Finally our journey began. Abruptly, it seemed ,an unnatural
silence fell over the capital. The city seemed to lie stunned a
sky filled vvith flares and smoke markers . A vvay of life had
come to ani end .

To those vvho considered it, our venture wvas fraught vvith
danger, but there vvas no thought of turning back. VVe had taken
the decision to leave everything +e....our property, our loved ones,
our vvay of life, our very country..... for Freedom. VWe vvere of
a multitude of backgrounds - intellectuals, servicemen, religious
leaders, politiciens, civil servants, journalists, entertainers ,
students, etc.. etc. One thing vve had in common vvas a dread of
remaining im Vietnam under the nevv regime imposed on our beloved
country. Most oX us vvere actively involved the struggle against
communism, and a great many had direct or indirect connections vvith
the U.S. Government. AlYl of us felt a very real terror of the dire
perils vve knevv vvould avvait us in a communist controlled Viet=-
Nem . Our lives, and those of our loved ones , vvould have been
over .
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Torvo hours after leaving Saigon the ship's engine suddenly
failed. The captain informed us that the engines and helm had
been disabled by communist sappers . Out of control, the ship
ram aground onm a sandbank. In desperation most of our number,
fearful of being vicked up by the communists, threvv overboard
documents and other items proving any comnection vvith America.
After five hours on the sandbank, vve vvere eventually tovved off
by a civilian tug-boats This operation vvas made difficult by
the overloading of the ship, vvhich made us stick harder in the
sandbank, and vvhich caused the tovving cable to break several
times. During that fearful night our young mem ceaselessly
helped the chief engineer to bail the vvater from the engine room.

Because of the combined effort of the passengers and the
makeshift crevv vve vvere able, after frequent engine failures,
to reach Vung-Tau estuary at about 6800 on May lst. Leaving
Vung-Tau vve mahaged, to the great relief of all refugees , to
reach internationsl vvaters.

Novv, vvith a resurgence of hope, vve started to send
regular S.0.S. signals over the ship's radio. VVe became convince
that rescue by the U.S. 7 th Fleet vvas imminent. Slovvly our
ship moved further and further eastvvards, but still no response
to our distress signals. Under the blazing sun our drinking
vvater became scarcer and scarcer. Large numbers of our refugees
fe&l into a state of near-coma. A former Senator, 78 years
of age, vvas in a state of agony.

After tvvo days and one night at sea, subjected to both
physical and mental torture, many refugees came to the verge of
suicide or insanity. On the third day the ship's engine died
completely and all efforts to restart them failed . Our hopeless-
nesd became acute. The sun shone mercilessly. Our drinking
vvater vvas completely exhausted. There vvas still no sign of
the longed for 7 th Fleet . Some refugees resorted to drinking
sea=vvater to overcome their thirst « Others committed suicide
shooting themselved or throvving themselves into sea.

The ship's holds vvere gradually being svvamped by the
unstoopable flovv of sea vvater « Our cheef engineer estimated
that in our present condition vve vvould sink not later than 1800
on that third day, the 2nd lay,1975. By noonm on that terrible
day the condition of our refugees had vvorsended incredibly,vvith
a great number having lapsed into unconsciousness.

At last, after many agonizing hours, vve received an
ansvvering signal from a Danish merchant vessel, promising us
vvater, food and medicines. After an exchange of messages
betvveen the tvvo captains, hovvever, the Master of the Danish
ship agreed to rescue us all. bo , vvith this rescue at sea,the
voyage of salvation of the freighter ''TRUUNG-XUAN '' vvas ended.
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But our vproblems vvere not over. The Danish ship vvas en
route to Hong Kong, thus frustrating our original intention +to
reach American soil at GUAM or elsevvhere « VVe negotiated vvith
the Danish crevv to persuade them to deliver us to U.S. territory,
but vve vvere told that Bong Kong, their destination, vvas the
only country vvilling to offer temvorary sanctuary to the refugees.
VVe thus had no choice, but still vvere anxious for direct contact
ourselves vvith representatives of Hong Kong.

Finally a ship of the Royal Navy brought those representatives
to our Danish ship. ZLong negotiations follovved, during vvhich
the Hong Kong Government Representatives: assured us that the Hong
Kong Government vvould never force us to return to Viet-Nam. They
categorically and explicitly confirmed that Hong Kong vvas vvilling
to accept us and give us temporary shelter. Our fears over, vve
vvere relieved to accept this hospitality. Further, during our
voyage tovvards Hong Kong vve vwere assured by the Hong Kong Govern-
ment Representatives that vve could be accommodated in Hong Kong
temporarily until arrangement vvere made to continue our onvvard
journies to countries vvilling to receive us.

On the ewening of 4 th May, 1975 vve arrived at Kovvloon,and
after all procedures, including immigration and medical checks ,
vve vvere taken to three severate detention camps.

Since the dey that vve arrived at Hong Kong tvvo months have
already passed. Our cemps have been visited frequently by many
countries' Representatives, vvho have intervievved mayy people in
a common effort to help us find refuge and nevv lives in their
countries. They recognize our plight, and even novv about 800 of
our number have gone to nevv lives in free countries vvhich they
never looked to for help originally. About ten people have also
been fortune enough to go already to the United States.

Notvvithstanding this great and generous response by the
countries of the free vvorld there are still more than 3,000 of
us here in Hong Kong, all of vvhom still look to the United States,
as vve alvvays have, for our future hopes. A fevv vvill still be
able to go other countries, but vve feel in our hearts that this
number vvill be very small.

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide information on
the background to our situetion, to shovv the people and the
Government of the United States of America that vve are indeed true
refugees from the terror that vve knovv avvaits us in our native
land, and to pray that vve vvill all be offered the same priviledge
extended to those fortunate enough to reach United States territory,
and be admitted to our origihel destination, the United States,
to build our lives anevve.



The Newspaper "DOT MYCI"

"DOI MOI"™ (New Life) is a stencilled news-shoct published
daily in Vietnamesc by the refugees at Dodwell's Ridge Cuu s
New Territories, licng Kong. Since it first appeared on 29%

May, 1975 over fifty issucs have been published a2nd distributed
golthe three refugee camps in Hong Fong and to Guan, Marianas
slands.

The paper translatcd and publisheg intcrnational news
from nany sources, articles of gcneral intcrest, poctry composed
by refugees and ncews of 1life and activities in the canp.

The editorial staff are from a vericty of backgrounds: -
soldiesrs, civil scrvants, studcnts, office workers ~ but not
one has ever dabbled in Jjournalisa before.

This special issue was dosigned to be 2 pecrmanent souvenir
for the 4,000 or so refugees who arrived in Hong Kong on beard
the "CLARA MAZRSX", heving been rescusd at ses from ths "TRUOHG
XUAN" on which they had loft Szigon. Production ¢of the special
edition was made possible by a2 very gencrous cash denation fron
the Hong Kong Jaycees, and a ridiculously cheap printing service
arranged by lr. Wai Ei Sun of Tin Tin Yat Pso.

The refugezs in Dodwell's RL‘ﬁe have long sought sone
way to express thsir eprreciation to all those organlzatlons
and individuals who, bJ their spontanecous and generous hel
both spiritual ené rcateriel, have done so very “much, We ope
that the attachsd “an of ou” speciel "DOI MOI" will be acceptod
as a token of our profcund gratitude.

For us it will serve as a2 lifelong rcminder of the weay

the people of Eonz Eong helped us in our hour of grcatest
need.

Thank you,

Dodwell's Ridge Camp
August, 1975



Ao all Men by these Presents,

Ohat 1, the undersigned TRUOHG DINH TRAN, of 411 Chestnut Street,

Washington, Pennsylvania, President of DAINAMHANGHAI COMPANY, owner
of cargoship TRUONGXUAN

have made, constituted and appointed, and by these presents do make, constitute and appoint
PHAM NGOC LUY, Master of TRUONGXUAN

true and lmoful attorney for me and in my name, place and stead, to
process all papers necessary, to claim back said Cargoship TRUOHNGXUAN
on behalf of said Company. MNOTHING FOLLOWS//////1111111111111111111/

e

Hereby giving and granting unto my said attorney full and whole power and authority in and about

the premises; pdGEROTHH AKX Aoxalland eucry-act end-asls Lhing and-thingsy dovice end-deviecs in-the laro-whatsoever-
need/ul-ond necessory to-be-done-in and-atout tho-prewises, for- === === onin e name to 4o, eretuts ane”
perjorm as. la:aaj and. amply, to.allivtents. and PUrPOSES.GF= = = = = = = —right -or ecukd~doy if -pereonaliy-present > end-an-
atiomey ox numa‘ FTY, 7 Jor the purpose-aforessid,te meke-ond substiinte,-ond the same-lo Tomove and-

PEVORE Gh = = = = - —ploasuxsy hereby ralifying and-confirming ar good end-effectial, n kw und n equity;ail that =

T Witness Whereof, 1 have hereunto st MYy  hand and seal _ the 0/

day of 28 ? in the year of our Lord, one thovsand nine hib
Sealet and Deliverel in e L
Presence of i
..... SEAL
P
SEAL

..‘Qﬁ‘.&fyk\ .....

%)




&tate of....fennsylyania m}
8%

County of Washington

On this 21st day of July A, D). 1975 , bejore me
a notary public, came the above nanied
TRUONG DINH TRAN and acknowledged the foregoing

Power of Attorney to be his act and deed, and desired the same to be received and recorded as such in any part

of the United Btates of America, or elsewhere.

WITNESS iy hand wid  SEa

xeegi xthe day and year aforesoid.
DEBORA ROSE BE(c
ASTRO, NOI
WASHINGTON, WASHINGrmARY PUBLIC

y COUNTY

MY COMMISSION Expipes Washi “Wash
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CLARA MARSK
redder 3628 vietnamesiske

En af
sofartshistoriens

storste redningsaktioner,

dygtigt og fremragende
gennemfort af
»CLARA MARSK«¢s
besatning

(1)

Det nodstedte. overlyldte skib,
TRUONG XUAN,
18 med motorstop og lmkage

Da »CLARA MARSK« den 30. april om
aftenen afgik fra Bangkok med kurs mod
Hong Kong, dromte ingen blandt skibets
besaetning om, at de i lebet af de nwste
5 dogn skulle blive genstand for opmerk-
somhed og beundring fra den ganske ver-
den.

36 timer efter afgangen var de dybt
invalveret | en afl de mest dramatiske
redningsaktioner til sos i nyere tid og
samtidig den storste, der nogensinde er
gennemfort af et handelsskib.

Fredag den 2, maj om morgenen op-
fangede »CLARA MARSKe« folgende
nodsignal ud for Meckong-deltaet i det
Sydkinesiske hay: »from master truong-
xuan/xvix have about 3000 refugees
from saigon onboard they are hungry
and thirsty stop engine broken down and
leaking stop our position estimated 8
degrees 35 min. north 107 east at 2100 gmt
request assistance immediately masters.

Det stod straks klart for Kaptajn An-
ton M. Olsen og hans bes@tning, at der
her maue handles resolut. Og det blev
der! Kursen @ndredes mod havaristen,
alt imedens man forberedte sig til om-
bordtagning. indkvartering og bespisning
af de mange skibbrudne.

Det lvkkedes utroligt nok via lodslej-
dere. gangvej. netsleng og via havari-
stens brovinge. der 14 pad hojde ‘med
»sCLARA M/ERSK«s lonning, at tage
hver og én om bord uden tab af menne-

skibbrudne

skeliv. Ja, »CLARA MAERSK« kunne
endda sztte flere vietnamesere i fand i
Hong Kong, end det reddede ud for Sai-
gon, idet der fodtes flere born om bord,
hvorafl éu fik navnet Clara,

De skibbrudne viste sig at vaere meget
udmattede, forst og fremmest af mangel
pé vand. De mest medtagne kom straks
under tilsyn af leeger fra deres eget skib.

Takket veare dygtigt somandskab om
bord forlob turen til Hong Kong vel, alt
taget i betragtning. Der nedsattes komi-
teer (il varetagelse al sygebehandling,
maduddeling, rengering og sikkerhed, og
de skibbrudne placeredes overalt pa ski-
bet. hvor der var plads, i lugerne, i tom-
me containers, i aptering og pa deek.

Frygt for, at der skulle opstd panik-
agtige scener om bord, ndr den sparsom-
me proviant skulle fordeles, viste sig at
vare aldeles ubegrundet. Kabysbesztnin-
gen bistdet af medsejlende hustruer og
vietnameserpiger, der skrzllede kartof-
ler, arbejdede praktisk taget i dogndrift,
ligesom den ovrige besztning, der kun
afbrudt af et par timers sovn hjalp til
med at fordele vand og mad til de 3.628
uventede geester.

Lagemidler blev hurtigt en mangel-
vare om bord, og sondag den 4. maj om
formiddagen blev »CLARA MARSK«
modt af den britiske fregat »CHICHE-
STER« fra Hong Kong, som medbragte
leeger og forskellige medikamenter, bl. a.



CLARA MAERSH CUU 3.628
NAN NHAN VIET NAM

Chiéu 30-04 khi Clara Maersk trén
duwong tur Bangkok toi Hong Kéng,
khéng ai trong thuy thu doan co thé
twong tugng dugce rdng, trong sudt 5
ngay sap toi, ho se dugce ca thé gioi
chu y va than phyc.

36 gio sau khi roi bén, thuy thu
doan da bj 16i cudn vao mot cudc ciru
cdp trén bién ca xuc dong nhat va
cung lon lao nhédt chua tung co
trong cac chuyén hai hanh cua mét
tau buon.

Sang thur Sau ngay 205, Clara
Maersk nhédn duqe dién tin cdu ciru
tai khu vye séng Cuu Long o Thai
Binh Dwong : “Tu thuyén truong
Truong Xuan /xvix co khoang 3.000
nguoi t nan tir Sai Gon trén tau doi
khat. Stop. May hu va ri. Stop. Vi tri
cua chung t4i phong chirng 8 46 35
phut bdc 107 déng 21.00 gmt cén
giup do ngay ldp tuec. Thuyén
treong”.

Thuyén truong Anton M, Olsen va
thuy thu doan hiéu ngay rang phai
quyét tdm hanh déng. Va ngay lap
tire, tau doi huong vé phia con tau bj
nan, trong khi thuy thu doan chudn

(1)

Con tau Truong Xudn déng nghet
nguoi trong tinh trgng khén cdp,
chét may va ri nuoc.

(2)

Nhing nguoi bi nan o ting nhom
khdp noi trén tau Clara Maersk,
(3)

Nhing em bé trong nguy hiém vdn
vui ve va tran tré hy vong khi duge
bée lén Clara Maersk.

(4)

Poéng nghet nguoi trén man tau
nhin ngdm quang canh ddu tién cua
manh ddt Hoéng Kéng.

8

PDAM TAU

Trich bao Maersk Post cua hang tau A.P. Moller
(hang nay co tau Clara Maersk)

bj viéc don nguoi, don chd, thyc
phdm cho nhung nguoi ti nan,

Thang, luoi, cdu bac qua man tau
Truong Xuian da dua tung nguoi
mot sang Clara, khéng ai bj thigt
mang. Clara Maersk cung da dua
nhiéu nguoi toir Héng Kéng hon 86
nguoi da nhan, vi nhiéu tre em da
mo mat chao doi trén tau, mot em
dugc dat tén la Clara.

Pam nguoi ddm tau mét nhoai, ly
do chinh vi thidu nuoc. Mot s6 duge
dua ngay toi bac si cua chinh tau ho
48 kham nghiém.

Voi sy kheo leo tai gioi cua thuy
thu doan Clara, chuyén di Hoéng
Kéng an toan va tét dep. Nhung hoi
déng dugc thanh lap @& chuyén lo vé
sén soc nguoi bénh, phan chia thyc
phdm, vé sinh, an ninh, ... nguoi bj
nan o khdp noi trén tau : duoi ham,
trong nhung thung cho hang tréng,
phong téu, trén boong ...

Méi lo se co réi loan trén tau khisé
thyc phdm it oi duge phan chia da
khéng xay ra. Nha bép voi nhung ba
vqg di theo tau va nhung thidu nu
Viét Nam got vo khoai, lam viéc dém

ngay, cung nhu nhimg nguoi con lai
cua thuy thu doan chi voi vai gio
ngu, giup phan phat nuoc va thye
phdm cho 3.628 nguoi khach bat
ngo.

Thuée men trén tau voi dén. Trua
Chu nhat 4-05, Clara Maersk gép tau
Anh Chichester tu Héng Kéng, duge
tau nay giup cho mot bac sl va cac
loai thude men, da dung dé giai phdu
mot em be so sinh. Bén nguoi binh
nang khac dugc tryc thang bée
mang di.

Chiéu Chu Nhat Clara Meersk cap
bén Hong Kéng. Nguoi tj nan dugce
chuyén xuéng bén trong trat ty.
Chinh quyén Héng Kéng thudn cho
nguoi tj nan cu tru tam thoi tai day.
Céng cude curu nguoi vi dai két thue
khi doan thuy thu mét nhoai giup
nguoi bj nan cudi cung xuéng bén
03g00 sang thu Hai.

Hanh djng tai khéo vé cung cua
Pan Mach cham dut, tuyét voi nhat
theo truyén théng hao hung cua bién
ca.

O A, HO/Y-NIELSEN
My Linh djch

(5) Mét nirbinh nhannam tréncang 6m
chdt con vao long. Ba ta duge cho toi
binh vién ngay sau do vai phut.

(6) Thuyén truong Anton M. Olsen duge trao thuong bji
tinh tai mét budi lé o Nuu Ude, nhu mot chung nhén tu
Nu Hoang than phuc céng cupe cuu nhdn cua 6ng. Ong
lanh su Pan Mach E. Krogh-Meyer trao b¢i tinh cho
thuyén truong trén tau Clara Maersk. Thuyén truong
Olsen cung duge nhdn mot hudn chuong ti By Thuong
Mai dé treo trén tau nhu mét tuong thuong toan bg thuy
thu doan da tham gia vao coéng cugc trén. Bén tay trai la
giam doc hang Moller Steamship Co. (chi nhanh cua A.P,
Moller tai Nuu Uoc), 6ng Poul Rasmussen.



til operation af et spadbarn. 4 alvorligt
syge afhentedes med helikopter.

Sendag aften stod »CLARA MARSK«
ind i Hong Kong, og landsatningen for-
lob uden episoder af nogen art. Myndig-

hederne i Hong Kong havde givet de
skibbrudne midlertidig opholdstilladelse
i kronkolonien, Den storstilede rednings-
aktion, som frelste de mange vietname-
sere fra forlis, var til ende, da en meget
udmattet besmtning mandag’ kl. 0300
hjalp de sidste i land i Hong Kong.

En umédelig dygtig dansk indsats var
afsluttet — en indsats, som pé bedste vis
fulgte soens stolte traditioner.

A. Hoy-Nielsen.

(2)
De skibbrudne bley
placeret | hold overalt pa
»CLARA MZRSKe

Mange af bornene var troc
slvoren glade og
forventningsfulde, da

de var kommet ombord pa
WCLARA MZRSK«

4)

Alle traengtes langs
Isnningen for ar {3 det
forste glimt af land
vea ankamsten

1l Hona Kong




(5) €n syg kvinde knuger sit barn til sig pa baren
ved ankomsten tul Hong Kong
Hun blev fd minutter senare bragt til hospitalet

(6)

Kapan Anton M. Olsen bisy ved en hojudelighed
1 New York dekoreret med Ridderkarset at
Dannsbrogsordanen som an anerkendelse fra
Hendes Majesteet Dronningen | anfedning

al redningsaktionan, Den danske generalkansul
E. Krogh-Meyer overrakte ordenon ombord

pa »CLARA MARSK«., Samtidig modtog kaptain
Qisen en plakette fra handelgministeriat

1l ophzngning | skibet som an anerkendelse ul
hele besminingen for deltagelse | aktionan

Til venstre sas direkter for MOLLER
STEAMSHIP Co.. hr. Poul Rasmussen

CLARA MARSKSs besztning pa rejsen:

Navn Rang
Anton M. Olsen kaptajn
Torben V. Blichfeld overstyrmand
Steen Graversen 1. styrmand
Gert K. Thomsen 2. styrmand
Martin Holroyd telegrafist
Rasmus P, E. Mortensen  maskinchef
Jens E. Larsen I. mester
Carl |. H. Pedersen 2. mester
Dan Christiansen 3, mester
Ingvert B, Jensen maskinass.
Eydalvur Niclasen elektriker
Jorgen Pedersen maskinasp.
Harry Hansen hoymester
Aage . Hansen kok

Jesus B. Chinor ungkok
Angel Fernandez steward
Fernando Dimarucot steward
Catalino Ibarrola steward
Erik H. Hansen kokasp.
Dorthe Eriksen kokasp.
Soren C. Andersen daeksasp.
Erik A. H. Poulsen dacksasp.
lto L. Nielsen badsmand
Svend A. Nielsen matros
Knud H. Olsen matros
Bjarne Nerholt matros
Peter O. Christiansen matros
Arvid E. Kirkevik matros
Francisco Cubela matros
Wilfredo Fajardo daksdreng
Leo Trostrup donkeymand
Rodolfo Mendoza motormand
Jose G. Florendo motormand
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Les premiers réfugiés
racontent

2 500 réfugiés vietnamiens, laotiens, cambodgiens
sont arrivés en France. Ils seront 15 000 en octobre.
Au centre d’accueil de Jouy-en-Josas,

40 d’entre eux ont expliqué a L'Express pourquoi
et comment ils ont tout abandonné.

En téte, les hommes : ils sont fiers,
mais dissimulent mal une certaine in-
quietude. Derriére, les femmes. timides
et effarouchées. Dans leurs jambes, un
essaim  d'enfants étrangement silen-
cieux. Chaque jour, a Roissy, a Orly,
des groupes de réfugies vietnamiens,
laotiens. cambodgiens prennent pied,
dans cet ordre, sur le sol frangais.

Lundi dernier, ils étaient quarante —
dix-huit adultes et vingt-deux enfants
— a débarquer d'un jet, offrant
le spectacle émouvant et génant de
déshérités qui viennent frapper aux
portes de l'opulence. Pour tout bagage,
des sacs ou des valises de skai bourrés
de vétements, d'ol dépassent parfois
des objets hétéroclites, une bouteille
d'eau de Cologne, un bouddha, une
boite de flocons d'avoine. Ces réfugiés
sont accueillis par la Croix-Rouge fran-
caise, qui les dirige vers un centre de
transit, en l'occurrence le foyer des
Hautes Etudes commerciales, a Jouy-
en-Josas, prété a titre exceptionnel. La,
aucune autorité pour les recevoir, sauf
un administrateur débordé et bienveil-
lant qui vitupére: rien n'a été prévu
pour eux.

Apres la débacle sud-vietnamienne,
le gouvernement frangais avait décidé
d’ouvrir ses frontieres pendant six mois
a 3 000 réfugiés.

« En deux mois, nous en avons déja
accueilli 2 500, dit M. Vianna, direc-
teur adjoint de France terre d'asile. Au
mois d'octobre, ils seront 15 000. »

La plupart absolument démunis. Ce
jeune Cambodgien montre 1'équivalent
de 300 Francs ; ce Laotien, pére de six
enfants, dispose de vingt pieces de
5 Francs rapportées d'un séjour en
France pour faire confectionner a sa
femme une ceinture fantaisie...

A quelques exceptions pres, |ils
parlent mal ou pas du tout le frangais.
Et beaucoup, qui avaient précieusement
conserve une adresse a Paris ou en
province, se heurtent au refus embar-
rass¢ de leurs correspondants, voire
a des portes closes. A Roissy, avant
méme de passer a la douane, un Viet-
namien s'est précipité sur le téléphone
pour demander de l'aide a son
« contact » : parti en vacances sans
laisser d'adresse. « Au début. poursuit
M. Vianna. nous ne prenions en charge
que 20 % des réfugiés. Depuis la

L'arrivée des jeunes réfugiés vietnamiens a Roissy.

semaine derniere: 80 %.» Chaque
réfugié sera nourri et logé pendant trois
mois, recevra une indemnité journaliére
par enfant. Mais trouvera-t-il d’ici la un
emploi, alors: que le chomage sevit
partout ?

A Jouy-en-Josas, femmes de meénage
et cuisiniers se sont cotisés ¢t ont réuni
1 300 Francs en une journée pour les
quarante derniers arrivés. Les cadres
administratifs ont refusé de participer
a cette collecte: «Les Vietnamiens
n'avaient pas A collaborer avec les
Américains et ils n'avaient qu'a rester
chez eux. » Belle générosité a |'égard
d’hommes, de femmes et d'enfants qui
viennent de passer des semaines éprou-
vantes, qui arrivent physiquement et
psychologiquement €puisés...

Tous racontent leur odyssée avec
soulagement : ils s’en sont tirés.

27 ans, vendeur dans un magasin de
photos @& Phnom Penh, ce Cambodgien
célibataire a fui les Khmers rouges a
pied. « Nous avons marché trois
semaines pour rejoindre la Thailande.
Nous n'avions rien & manger et pra-
tuquement pas d'eau nous nous
sommes nourris de plantes. »

Les violences

Un couple de Laotiens, refusant de
vivre avec les Pathet Lao, a préparé
une évasion magistrale dans le plus
grand secret. « Le week-end, nous
sommes partis de Vientiane, comme
d’habitude, pour aller voir nos parents
a Luang-Prabang, la capitale rovale.
Nous les avons embrassés sans rien
leur dire. Une fois revenus a Vientiane,
nous avons pris la direction de la fron-
tiere, dans une voiture du corps diplo-
matique. A chaque barrage, les soldats
étaient impressionnés par la plaque
d'immatriculation, et nous laissaient
passer. Nous avons franchi la fron-
tiere en trombe, abandonné la voiture
et traversé le Mékong a la nuit, sur
une embarcation. »

Quant aux Vietnamiens. ils évogquent
cette fievre obsidionale que les photos
et les reportages télévisés ont gravée
dans la mémoire du monde effaré.

Malgré les violences, ceux qui ont
réussi a prendre un avion n'ont pas été
les plus a plaindre.

Ce fonctionnaire saigonnais et son
frére — quatorze enfants 4 eux deux
— ont embarqué sur un bateau, perdus
au milieu de 4 000 personnes. = Des
scénes épouvantables... Bousculés, pié-
tinés, des parents ont été obligés
d'abandonner certains de leurs enfants
sur le quai. Ou, au contraire, les ont
laissés partir seuls en pensant que quel-
qu'un, quelque part, les adopterait. »

Voyage de cauchemar : a bord du
bateau, trés peu de nourriture et d’eau.
pas de médicaments. « Nous étions tel-
lement serrés que j'ai passé une nuit
entiére sur un seul pied. »

Suite page 34 ——>




—> Suite de la page 32

Comble de malchance, a hauteur du
cap Saint-Jacques, le cargo tombe en
panne. « A quelques metres de moi.
désespéré. un homme s'est suicidé en
se jetant & la mer. Nous avons attendu
deux jours avant d'étre dépannés. »

Les camps de toile ou de paillotes
sont presque apparus, ensuite, comme
des édens. Et pourtant 80000 a
90 000 réfugiés entassés en Thailande.
150000 & TPile de Guam, couchant
pendant des semaines & méme le sol,
se nourrissant frugalement de riz et de
sardines en conserve, sans se laver,
attendant un départ hypothétique pour
I"Amérique ou pour la France...

Que se passe--il donc, dans cette
partie du monde, pour que des cen-
taines de milliers de personnes aban-
donnent ainsi leur terre, leur maison,
sans se retourner ? « Le communisme
asiatique, dont vous, Occidentaux, sur-
tout de gauche, n'avez aucune idée, »

Il serait simpliste d'affirmer que ces
fuyards cambodgiens, laotiens ou viet-
namiens étaient forcément d'étroits
collaborateurs des Frangais, puis des
Ameéricains, ou avaient tous a se repro-
cher des actes de trahison. La réalité
est infiniment plus complexe.

Les quarante réfugiés de Jouy-en-
Josas ont en commun un anticommu-
nisme virulent. Certains d'entre eux
n'ont sans doute pas la conscience
tranquille : on les remarque tout de
suite, ils refusent de parler. Mais les
autres... Leurs témoignages sur cette
partie du monde désormais recouverte
d’une chape de plomb méritent au
moins d'étre écoutés.

Représailles

Du Cambodge, ses ressortissants
disent peu de chose : ils ont le regard
effrayé des gens qui ont Jaissé li-bas
de la famille et craignent les repré-
sailles,

Les Laotiens sont beaucoup plus
bavards. Sec, I'eil trop malin, ce fonc-
tionnaire du ministére des Finances.
entouré de sa nombreuse progéniture,
raconte : « Chez vous, on parle peu
du Laos. Notre pays ne connait pas
une guerre sanglante, comme le Viet-
nam ou le Cambodge. » Pourtant, au
Laos, la réunification par les commu-
nistes est en bonne voie.

Soutenus par les étudiants et les
fonctionnaires, les militaires du Pathet
Lao ont, en effet, peu 4 peu grignoté
Vientiane et réorganisent I'ensemble
des zones nouvellement occupées. « J'ai
quitté le Laos il y a quinze jours, voila
oll nous en étions : I'enseignement de
toutes les langues étrangeres a été sup-
primé. Le Pathet Lao a dissous toute
I'administration, du plus petit village
jusqu'au pouvoir central. Un mouve-
ment de « rééducation » se développe.
Les soldats et les fonctionnaires accu-
sés d'avoir été les suppbts de I'impé-
rialisme sont envoyés dans des « sémi-

naires », ol ils subissent un véritable
lavage de cerveau: 529 hommes de la
police militaire ont été envoyés i
Vieng Say, la capitale rouge du nord
du pays, pour recevoir une formation
supplémentaire : nous n'en avons plus
entendu parler.

« Sur les routes, des barrages arrétent
les voitures et confisquent tous les
objets de consommation : appareils de
photo, caméras, postes de radio. etc.
Les villes sont réorganisées en fonc-
tion de la nouvelle idéologie. Tout le
monde aux champs. A Pack Ou, on se
réveille 4 5 heures du matin. Le net-
tovage de la maison se fait jusqu'a
6 heures. A ce moment-la, tout le
monde part travailler la terre jusqu'au
soir. Des paysans s'enfuient, effrayés.
Le Pathet Lao mobilise tous les enfants
& partir de 10 ans et les fait partir pour
les zones du Nord, afin d'en faire de
bons citoyens.

« Ma femme et moi. en nous prome-
nant dans les alentours de Vientiane
un dimanche. nous avons, ainsi, vu six
camions pleins de gosses, Enfin, la
presse a €té muselée. »

Dépression nerveuse

D'autres réfugiés cambodgiens par-
lent également d'atteinte 3 la liberté
religieuse. Les bouddhistes semblent
particulierement visés : les bonzes sont
désormais obligés de travailler. Et
I'exode, moins spectaculaire que celui
du Vietnam, se poursuit depuis des
semaines. Chaque jour, affirment les
réfugiés, des dizaines de Méos, ces
montagnards originaires de Chine, qui
étaient a la solde des Américains, sont
tués en essayant de rejoindre les camps
de Thailande.

Au total, ce sont aujourd’hui pres
de 100000 Laotiens — sur un pays
qui compte 3 millions d'habitants —
qui ont traversé la frontiere.

Du Vietnam, les réfugiés brossent un
tableau assez similaire ; selon eux, la
situation évoluerait selon un proces-
sus @ peu pres identique dans les trois
pays. Mais ils y ajoutent quelques anec-
dotes de leur cru. A peine croyables.

Ce médecin, 45 ans, visage bon
enfant, était directeur de I'hépital d'une
ville du Delta. I est accompagné de
sa femme et de ses trois enfants. Des
intellectuels et des gens aisés. « Une
de nos amies a réussi i s'échapper
d'une ville libérée, pendant les derniers
¢vénements. Au bord de la dépression
nerveuse. Elle avait été contrainte,
comme d'autres femmes célibataires,
d'épouser un ancien combattant, inva-
lide de guerre. On les avait amendes
dans un camp. Les soldats étaient dis-
simulés sous des couvertures, avec un
dossard numéroté, pour qu'elles ne
voient par leurs blessures. Elles devaient
tirer un numéro, Notre amie a choisi
une couverture qui remuait. Elle s'était
dit : « Il doit avoir des bras et des
jambes. » Quand on a découvert

I'homme, il n'avait plus de visage... »

Ou encore : « Partout, le G.r.p. se
livre a l'endoctrinement des enfants.
Dans les villages, aux heures des repas,
des instructeurs disent aux catho-
ligues : « Priez Jésus, et vous verrez si
votre nourriture arrive. » Les enfants
prient et, bien siir, pas de déjeuner.
Puis aux bouddhistes : « Priez Boud-
dha... » Toujours pas de repas. « Et
maintenant, priez le G.r.p., qui a libéré
le sol national de l'ennemi impéria-
liste. » Les enfants prient : on sert
alors le bol de riz.

Vrais ou faux, ces récits montrent,
en tout cas, quel est I'état d'esprit de
ces refugiés. « Le communisme fera
disparaitre la corruption, remettra I'éco-
nomie sur pied. Mais il supprime les
libertés fondamentales, auxquelles, par
€ducation et par golit, nous sommes
tres attachés. Cela est impossible a
accepter. Et pourtant, croyez-nous.
beaucoup d'entre nous ont voté contre
Thieu, et par conséquent contre les
Américains... »

D'autres disent: « Nous sommes
contre le communisme, qui est contre
I'homme. Et, siirement, certains qui
sont restés la-bas se battront pour éta-
blir une démocratie. »

A Saigon méme, un embryon de
résistance aurait pris corps. Clest, du
moins, ce que disait la semaine derniére
un coopérant frangais, rentrant 2
Paris.

« Toutes les nuits, dans les cam-
pagnes, le couvre-feu est décrété. Dans
la capitale du Sud, on entend chaque
soir des tirs d'armes automatiques. Le
G.r.p. a été finalement assez surpris
de sa victoire éclair. Il n’a pas encore
eu le temps de tout contrdler. Les
autres en profitent. »

Fanatisme

Mais ce Laotien doute, pour sa part,
que les démocrates puissent lutter
contre les communistes. Il se trouvait
dans le Nord, & Hanoi. dans le cadre
d'une mission officielle lors de la prise
de Saigon. «J'ai vu des foules fana-
tiques se déverser dans les rues en hur-
lant, en proie & un délire collectif.
Les jours qui ont précédé, jai eu
I'occasion de visiter des maisons parti-
culiéres, des usines, sans parler, bien
sur, des rues elles-mémes. Partout, il y
avait des cartes du Vietnam plantées
de drapeaux du G.r.p. Les ouvriers, les
paysans, les passants: étaient tenus au
courant, heure par heure, de la progres-
sion des troupes. Et c'étaient chaque
fois des hourras & n'en plus finir... Un
seul Nord-Vietnamien m'a dit : « Dans
le fond, si nous nous battons tellement
pour récupérer le Sud, c'est parce qu'il
est le grenier du Vietnam. »

« Autant dire, conclut amérement
un commercant de Saigon, quon
assiste & une nouvelle colonisation. Une
de plus. » ELISABETH SCHEMLA N
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PAR SOLANGE GUILBERT B

1l est 9 heures de matin, ce 30 avril 1975,
dans le port de Saigon. Une foule démunie,
paniquée, afflue de tous les coins de la ville,
dans le fol espoir de pouvoir monter a bord
de n‘importe quel bateau, pour fuir n’ lmpor-
te ol. \

Le mot.d’ordre a été passé panout.ql.e
Viét-nam du Sud capitule. Le Viétcong
prend le pouvoir & 11 heures. Les ports! et
'aéfoports seront sous peu sous son conu'b—
e,

- Pendant le court délai qul va de la
passation des pouvoirs & la prise en charge
réelle des- points stratégiques saigonais,
4000 Vietnamiens — 1 500 femmes,,. 500
enfants et 2 000 hommes — vont embar-
quer, dans un désordre indescriptibles.a
bord d'un vieux rafiot, le Truong-Xuan. Ce
nom signifie: longue vie. Sera:ce un présa-
ge? 3 .

i Le bateau doit partir & midi, mais'tle
moteur tombe en panne. L'éqmpage s'affai-
re A le réparer. || faut faire vite, trés vite car
e Viétcong sera 13 dans quelques heures
a peme et empéchera toute sortie. Déja,
tout pres, on entend des fusillades, er‘le
bombardement continue.

*-A 14 heures, le cargo, réparé vanlle ‘que
vaille, quitte le fleuve Mékong. La surcharge
est considérable pour son tonnage. . 3¢

* Trois heures plus tard, catastrophel®le
moteur flanche a nouveau. La pompe a eau,
qui sert A refroidir la machinerie, se brise
elle aussi. L'eau qu’elle ne peut plus évacuer
se répand dans la cale. Le capitaine réclame
d‘urgence un grand nombre de jeunes gens
pour écoper la cale manuellement. Sur le
pont comme en bas, la foule conserve son
calme et se tait, ﬁgee dans sa peur et sore
désespoir. s :

Un remorqueur passam par la accepte Qe

sans monnayer leurs gestes. “Ma" vie, “tai’
vie, “sa’” vie: tous les possessifs perdent
Jeurs sens. Cette: masse de 4 000 réfugiés,

c’est “la” vie. s =LA

-Le remorqueur sessouffle N faut se
dépécher car la-marée descendante risque
‘de faire échouer le bateau sur un banc de
sable. Dans la cale; les jeunes gens refoulent
""l gau tant bien que mal. Des milliers d'yeux
“affolés guettent l'approche, encore invisible,
des soldats du Viét<cong. Le remorqueur
tirera ainsi toute la nuit. e
1. Le lendemain matin, Ter mai, & & heures,
‘on passe en vue du port de Van-tau, Chacun |
se demande intérieurement: “Et si, pendant
la nuit, le Viét<cong avait eu le temps
d’amener son artillerie?... s'il se mettait”
tantdt & tirer sur nous?...” Mais non, rienl
I'ennemi n’est pas arrivé jusqufici. Et les
priéres de reprendre: “Tire, vaillant remor-
queur!... tire doncl... tire encore!”

Deux heures plus tard nous sommes en(m’
en pleine mer. Nous avons réussi a fuir Ia’
menace. Sa tiche accomplie, le remorgueur
retourne vers le littoral. Qu'est-il devenul
Nul ne le sait, nul ne le saura peut-étre
jamais. 1] restera pour toujours anonyme. |

Aprés de sommaires réparations, le mo-

empécher le bateau de dériver. L'eau-
'| ginfiltre toujours dans la cale, et les jeunes
gens se relaient continuellement pour la
*| vider. Pas d'électricité, pas de radio, peu de'
| nourriture, peu d’eau douce. "J

Il faut attendre. Attendre qu‘un baleau-
ami passe au Iarge, qu’on puisse attirer son”’

tirer au large la grappe humaine ﬂot(anle; :
En ce moment critique, tous semra:dent_

teur fonctionne & nouveau, juste assez poun

.

attention. Attendre...

La vie s‘organise & bord. On partage-le
peu de nournture qu’on a pu emporter avec
soi, ainsi que les réserves limitées que.
contient le bateau. On partage aussi l'eau
douce. les réfugiés bougent le moins
possible: le cargo pourrait chavirer. Assis sur
le pont, hommes, femmes, enfants collés les
uns aux autres, les yeux pleins de larmes, ils
pensent. - - L

A quoi pensent+ls? A la famille laissée
la-bast au peu d'espoir quiils-ont de sortir
eux-mémes de ce cauchemar? & a faim? 3 la
s0ift @ la mort? Mille questions auxquelles
les seuls bruits qu’on peut entendre, celui
des vagues et celui du moteur, n’apportent
pas de réponse. C'est dans cet état d'esprit
que s‘écoule la joumnée, puis la nuit.

Le 2 mai au matin, plus de nourriture, plus
d’eau potable, pas de bateau en vue, rien!
Rien que la mer, le silence, le soleil brilant
dont on ne peut se protéger car la cale est
inhabitable, et la soaf.. encore la soif...
surtout la soif!

Leur revient alors en mémoure un dicton
vietnamien: “les hommes peuvent jeliner
sept jours, les femmes neuf.” Et les enfants?
Le proverbe ne les mentionne.pas. Oui, les
enfants, combien de- temps peuvent-ils
jedner?y - 2. .

Certains réfugiés essazeront de boire de
I'eau de mer; exaspérant ainsi une soif déja

~ affolante: Une heure passéel... une. jour-

néel... ils perdent la notion du temps. Le 2
mai puis la nuit suwante sécoulent amsl
interminablement. -

*L’aube se léve sur le 3. Aucun refuglé ne
bouge afin de ménager ses forces, privés
comme is le sont tous de tout ravitaille-
ment, de tout. liquide depuus un )our et
demi. :

A 13 heures, espour! Un bateau est en
vue, trés loin. Une grosse lampe a la main, le
capitaine lance des signaux codés. On
ignore si l‘autre navire est ami ou ennemi,
mais c’est la seule chance d'en sortir.

. Le bateau étranger repére le Truong-Xuan
et s‘approche. Nous nous approchons aussi,
puis.les deux vaisseaux s‘immobilisent 3
quelques centaines de pieds de distance. Il
s’agit d’un énorme cargo dapois, le Clara
Maersk; de la- rgnrMaen&-— ;

Son commandant envoie en chaloupe un
officier ramener a son bord notre capitaine
et trois représentants de notre groupe. Les’
pourparlers durent une heure environ. Mais
s5i cette heure parau plus longue ou plus
gourte aux.uns qu'aux autres personne ne le

ira

Le capitaine et les trois délégués revien-

nent enfin. “Le Clara Maersk accepte de
snous” recueillir et ne demande en retour
aucune compensation”, annonce notre com-
mandant, d’'une voix bouleversée. Alors les
réfugiés se dressent tous, d'un seul mouve-
ment, et 8 000 mains s'agitent pour saluer
I'équipage - danois, unique remerciement
qu’ils peuvent offrir & leurs sauveurs,

Le transbordement se fait en trois quarts
d’heure, dans une joie visible mais contenue,
silencieuse. On nous distribue avec largesse
eau et vivres divers. Le Truong-Xuan som-
brera deux heures plus tard...

Notre incroyable odyssée s'achéve deux
jours aprés, & Hong-Kong, ol I'on hébergera
les 4 000 réfugiés dans trois camps diffé
rents, en attendant leurs visas pour d‘autres
pays: Canada, Etats-Unis, Europe. Mais moi
je n'oublierai pas... Ad Viét-nam aeternam!




Flatv E2,
39A Conduit Road,
Hong Kong.,

10 May, 1976.

/éé% Cz?U (:%WZ;Mf Lt7, |

First of all allow me to apologise for this impersonal form
of writing, but I owe letters to so many of you that to write
individually would take several days of hard work!

lost_of you are probably not aware of the final outcome of
the Hong Kong exercise. This was, at last, very successful, with
only 35 refugees still remaining here. Most of these last 35 have
found jobs or are now attending school, and they will move out of
the cemp this week. You will probably be interested to know the
final scoreboard for immigration; it was:-

4

\
33 ) Usa | 2,575 Belgium 24
H.K, | 145 Germany 27
Canada 373 Bwitzerland 1
Taiwan 1 Denmark 101
Australia 209 #sustria 62
France 362 Italy 2
New Zealand 1 U. X, 35

I often see Ray Humphrey ESai Kung Camp), Charles Gately
(Harcourt Road) and Jim Derrick(U.S., Consulste), and, ss you may

expect, conversstion always turns to those hectic months, starting
for us on May 4, 1975, when all of us had such an intercsting time.

Dodwell's Ridge Camp actually closed down at the end of
October last year, when the bulk of you had left. I then took two
weeks holiday in North Thailend, where I spent most of the time
walking in the hills near the Burmese 2and Cambodian borders. At
Tet I spent five days in Manila, and this Zaster I went to Thailand,
this time for 17 days, and enjoyed myself immensely. Now I'm
back at work, but already planning my next holiday in Thailsnd
(hopefully in August or Septemberg.

Thank you for your letters, cards, photographs and gifts, and
please be assured that, although I may not reply as I should, I
remain very intercsted in news of your collective and individual
"Doi Noi'.

Best wishes to you all

Cogbst veloc

SR 2
9&)&' |

— (David Weeks)
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Flygtninge i dansk erhvervsliv

Sadan gik det nogle af de 4.000 vietnamesiske flygtninge, der blev
reddet af m/s »Clara Marsk« i det sydkinesiske Hav 2. maj 1975

Der er en lang vej fra at vare skibbru-
den krigsflygtning i Det sydkinesiske
Hav og til ar passe et meningsfyldt 9 til
17-job has A. P. Moller pa Kongens
Nytorv | Kobenhavn.

Men det er et spring, der kan gores. Og
det er blevet gjort.

Historien begynder med. at kaptajn
pa m/s »Clara Marsk«, Anton Olsen,
den 2. maj sidste ar pa rejse fra Bang-
kok til Hongkong modtog et telegrafisk
SOS med fplgende indhold:

FRA TAUONGXUAN XVLX -
HAR FLYGTNINGE FRA SAIGON
OMBORD DE ER SULTNE OG TOR-
STIGE STOP MASKINEN BRUDT
SAMMEN OG VI TAGER VAND
IND STOP VOR POSITION SAND-
SYNLIGVIS 8.35 NORD 107 OST
VED 2100 — ANMODER OM @JE-
BLIKKELIG ASSISTANCE,

Kl. 07.25 forandrede man kursen mod

givne position og fik havaristen i sigte
ca. kl. 10.52 og etablerede telegrafisk
forbindelse. Da »Clara Mearsk« kom
nzrmere, blev det klart, at skibet var
overfyldt med mennesker og li meget
dybt agter. KI. 12.25 blev der stoppet
tet ved havaristen, og kl. 12.35 sattes
styrbords redningsbad 1 vandet og sejle-
de over til havaristen.

En af de Kkvindelige skibbrudne,
Nguyen Thi Minh Phuong, tidligere an-
sat i EDB-afdelingen i en bank i Sai-
gon, ‘nu beskaftiget i claimsafdelingen i
Maersk Line pd Kongens Nytorv, for-
weller om forholdene om bord pa flygt-
ningeskibet:

»] fire lange degn — lange som var de
artier — var vi drevet rundt som menne-
skeligt vraggods pa en synkeferdig sku-
de. Den ubarmhbijertige sol stegte hver
dag de tusinder af os, der ikke havde
nogen mulighed for at finde den mindste
skygge pa det overfyldte dek. Vand hav-

Flygtningeskibet fotograferet fra nis »Clara Marsk« under redningsaktionen.

Dansk Industrl 1976/10

de vi intet af. Det var forlengst sluppet
op. Og den smule fgde, vi havde faet
med. var gaet i forradnelse i den flim-
rende solhede. — Over 4.000 mennesker.
Gamle og unge. Kvinder og mand. Og
born — ja endog nvfedte, der var kom-
met til verden i lpbet af disse fire dage.
Born, fodt af havet — fadt ind i en ver-
den af fortvivlelse og dgd!

Der var mange, der ikke kunne len-
gere. Syedomme, lidelserne og fortviv-
lelsen tog livet af dem. De blev til fode
for hajerne. Andre valgte i deres despe-
ration at soge doden for egen hdnd. De
brugte enten den pistol, de havde med-
bragt, eller de kastede sig i havet. —

Men forsynet vagede over os. Tre ti-
mer efter middag den 2. maj dukkede

et danske fragtskib m/s »Clara
Marsk« op i horisonten — — !¢

Efter at 104 af de syd-vietnamesiske
flygtninge var ankommet til Danmark,
droftes 1 oktober maned samme ar pa




Kongens Nytorv muligheden for at be-
skaftige nogle af flygtningene, og situa-
tionen summeres saledes op:

»De vietnamesiske flygtninge er ind-
kvarteret i Tdstrup, hvor de er under
tilsyn fra Dansk Flygtningehjelp. Her
gives de undervisning i dansk og i sam-
fundsiere. Denne undervisning, der fo-
regar pa dansk, pdregnes at vare endnu
fire-seks maneder. — Flygtningene har
nu faet status af »ligestillet med dan-
ske«. men de kan eventuelt forst blive
danske statsborgere efter fem-seks ars
forlgb.

Flygtningene har endnu et s®rdeles
begranset kendskab til det danske sprog
og til danske samfundsforhold, hvorfor
Dansk Flygtningehjelp vil s@tte pris pa,
at vi ikke optager kontakt fpr henimod
slutningen af undervisningsperioden,
dvs. i begyndelsen af 1976. Pa dette
tidspunkt vil man begynde at vurdere
hver enkelts faglige kvalifikationer med
henblik pa en henvendelse til erhvervs-
livet om integrering af flygtninge i dan-
ske virksomheder.«

I dag — 17 maneder efter, at m/s »Cla-
ra Marsk «stevnede ned mod det synken-
de flygtningeskib, er de mere end 4.000
ombordvarende spredt over kloden. De
fleste har faet asyl i USA. Ca. 1.000 bor
i Frankrig under forhold, der endnu
minder om en flygtningelejr. og ca. 100
er kommet til Norge, hvor de — ligesom
deres landsmand i Danmark — for stor-
stepartens vedkommende allerede er ble-
vet sluset ind i samfundet.

Herhjemme er tre af de 104 flygtninge
i dag ansat hos A, P. Mgller pa Kongens
Nytorv. Den unge kvinde, hvis rapport
er citeret, en tidligere generalsekretar
for et universitet i Saigon. Le Ngoc
Diep, som er beskaftiget i container-
afdelingen og i s@rlig grad har med rela-
tionerne til de fjerngstlige destinationer
at gore, og endelig en ung kvinde, Ho-
ang Thi Kim Dung. der arbejder i ho-
vedsedets kpkken,

Hvordan har de klaret omstillings-
processen?

Hans Chr. Dahlerup-Koch fra rede-
riets personaleafdeling svarer:

»Godt. Og helt svarende til vore for-

ventninger, fordi vi ved udyzlgelsen stil-
lede os selv og dem tre spergsmal: Hvad
kan I? Svarer Jeres uddannelse til det,
man kan forvente af en dansker i et til-
svarende job? Kan vi ud fra disse kri-
terier finde en praktisk anvendelse for
Jeres arbejdskraft?

Der er givetvis endnu sprogvanskelig-
heder, men ikke stprre, end at de ikke
sinker i det daglige arbejde. Desuden har
vi som internationalt rederi den fordel
at veere vant til at omgas mennesker fra
hele kloden. Det nedsatter friktions-
mulighederne for begge parter.

Med det kendskab, vi gennem vort
samarbejde med Dansk Flygtningehjalp
har faet til det samlede kontingent viet-
namesere, der har fact opholdstilladelse
her, kan man dog nok generelt konsta-
tere, at jo lavere uddannelsesniveauet er.
desto stgrre er tilpasnings-vanskelighe-
derne.

To ting har vi dog allerede fra star-
ten taget hojde for. Den ene: At tilret-
telegge det job, de nyansatte var udset
til, saledes, at de fik en fair chance for
forst at f4 et bredere kendskab til rede-
riets arbejdsform, inden de langsomt
blev gearet ind pa det specialomrade,
der skulle vere deres. Og det andet: At
prove ikke at lade os medrive af deres
sommetider granselgse begejstring for
os. Gang pa gang har de pa smukkeste
made givet udtryk for deres taknemlig-
hed over forst og fremmest at have red-
det livet men ogsa over at have fundet
beskeftigelse i et nyt land, som de alle-
rede nu betragter som deres.

Hertil ma vi pa vor side prove at
demme op for deres taknemlighed og
gore opmarksom pa, at vi som sofolk
blot har gjort, hvad alle anstendige s¢-
folk ville have gjort, og at vi som prak-
tikere i en realistisk virksomhed har an-
taget dem som medarbejdere, fordi de
er kvalificerede til at ggre jobbet.

For sandheden er jo, at vi nok er
glade for at have kunnet yde en huma-
niter indsats, men at vi pa vor side har
lige sa megen grund til at veere tilfredse
med, at vi har fiet nogle nye medarbej-
dere, der er til gavn for vor virksom-
hed.« Bent Demer,
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‘The Freedom Voyage of the Truong Xuan’
look at the perils of communism

L e

Small boats crowded with fleeing refugees put them aboard the freighter Truong Xuan in Salgon Harbor after the
South Vietnamese government surrendered to the Communist forces. FEURE A %R B X

»



"

“awoy s[1y w219 sypdieog s o Joy &
~JRIOGE[[0D 2,431} }00q 3T} IIAO J[NSUCD Jedieag e 33jpa pue ujeided aqy,

ey ouy quam Auewr yInoyre ‘afefoa-
‘o) ‘Burnp S31)[ENSED OU IoM BIaI)
. ‘2ansodxa uioxy uewr pjo 2uo jo yieap
. By} pue seppins oMy woly jredy
L *SIN910qeS J0J YIIEA
. 0} pue ‘Liaqqox pue adex juassid o}
+ 'graduassed ay) Juowie JspIo uRjUIELL
T 0} piend fjunodas e poziuedlo weyy
sydep) ‘way) Suowy ‘ueny Juonap,
|8l]} UO SUBI[IAID yjim a3njal usye; pey
~‘suodeam Ofjewojne pue sapeusid duy
" =A1red Auew ‘SI9Ip[0s PaJpuny 43] V
‘ung
' qeoydoxy atj) w0 0P I U0 IB)[RUS
8 ses aseyy pue ‘Arddns Juess ur
81oM J9jEM puE poo,] 'seafnjel ajelad
'~83p pue pasnjuoa ay] Suowe Jno yealq
* 0} paudjealy) A[JUBISUOD JIUE] "SUIqEd
~ Mo] sueny Suoniy auy ojur ‘uaip
_-[yo pue wawiom Afeadss ‘sjqissod
" se Auewr se qnd weyq yde) yZnoyy
<& j03p papmoIdIBAC Blf) UO uiewl
a1 0} pey sigduassed oY) Jo JSON

m

i
)
L

R 18 *J9)8eSIp JEal JO I)SeSIp
A13A2 ndnoxyy diys ayy MeS jeyy , sino
Jo sony e, ‘N pesseidya weyq -ydey
(| % se'sem amyj, , 9Aed] 0) paiep sAey
O F : g m % - JaAau pnom 1, adejoqes ey noqe
. j : RiRE © lumouy oy pey ‘wisiueyosur Alefjixne
, , Tl O e fq 139)8 0) 2jqe sem ureyq “jde)
; © & yBnoy[y “¥oeq Wn) 0 3)e[ 00} SEM I
i 11un paiascostp jou sea ‘sdeiad 18
e ~UnjIo} ‘yorym joey B ‘paod ur s ses
¢ diys 9y) a[1ym paBewWEp Udaq pry WS
L o segodur Juried)s A, “A132103S U0 SWOD
pPey oym sjuefie asawemalp  YHON
Aq pofiejoqes Hupaq Anuejsuod sem
Auppewt [BIA PP ‘Juoam auod
BARY PINod jei) JunpAiaal,, ‘yiteq S
3331 ueny Suoniy, 2y} awir) ay) WOy
“pleOGE ALUOD PIIos
se Auew se Ja] weyq jde) ‘diys ayj uo
Apeaife asoy) jo suonjdalyo ayy ajidsap
‘opisduole ouIed asawreujarp Buladpy
[IM PapmoId 3jeld Jajews ‘ess uado
a1} Ouf N0 pue oAy uod(eg sy} uo
‘Kemaapun sem diys sy} usym uaAsg
. *puly prnod Aay) suesr
JoAajegm Jo sador uo dn pauniems
ajdoad ‘juejddued e jnoyjim ‘se
urejded ayy o) Buipioode | ‘soutasderd
ay1| payooy,, ueny JUONLY ay) jo sapis
sy, "diys siy uo 108 o) peydwane pue
‘spaend Aunjiiy ‘aoqiey uodreg je sojed

-

st 3

88191 AINf ‘BONVAQY AVANNS ONVISI NALVLS

el ydnoIy a01q pMo1d ainyg B uayM
‘dIour spUBSNOY} }oeq uin) 0} S|qe jod
SEM WelyJ ‘pieoqe £peadle 0z WM
~djys ay ojuo saadngat
Bupaq weyy *yde)) jo[ o) peaide £jjed
*1J OyA ‘ueny Juondy, s} Jo Jaumo ayy
s{ep JoJ papunoy 9y ‘wodies ur aouQ
‘j0d ajes @
Joj peay uey) Ioyjel saadnjal jno ye}
0] uodieg 0} winjal o) pajdo pue ‘iap
~UDLINS JUDUTIY S WEUBIA YIN0s JO
smau pagayg ay ‘21 nady vo eos (e I8
‘aym ewyy oY) wolj—uolsidwod (1
~TJSSA00N$ SH 103 2|qisuodsal jsoul uos
-1ad afduis ay) pue ‘adefos sy) Jo 10}
~BIjIUf B[08 3} seM wel ] “jde) 'si10
Kueur Jo §110533 ayy AUIpURISYIMJON

'SaIelS pajiuf) I
Uy ZaTAl] Mou ueny Fuoniy, ay) woy
sa9dnjel 3o asoyl SB [[9M SB JUnodoe
surelq ‘jde) spnpul [iis [ cueny
duoniy, sy} jo adefo) wopaaayg
8Y L., Pa[inue o I ‘rusk (xou Ajied
uopja(dwod 1oy pajels ‘jooq ayf,
o A09s Auy
8)jam jJsnu nog,, ‘1adiedg p(o) weyq
‘noissajoad sy jo Fujureay ‘A 03N
WRyJ ses $JUGPNIS S|y JO auQ ‘ysiBu]
U] 10}ONIJSU[ J9UN|0A B seM [jjedieog
aloym ‘ofe sqjuow Jnoj uejjeyuely
ur Jajua) [euoneWINUf By} B jaul
alf wonM ‘S[[Iy] jear) ur Furar] Jajlum
e ‘fjjedieds [ned miw Buneioge(ed
51 9 "jooq ® Jo 30alqns ay} awiodaq
MOU [[1M seouspedxe sweyq yden

*HONBUIILIDYap uetuny pire juad
‘diyspaey Jo aje} ajqeyieuml e asod
“u102 ‘Bag BUND UINOS ) Ul ySIOBRW
BIB[D J3jydial) sui NSIABW UyS)
=UB(] 3y} porjuod ueny Juonyy, Jupy
-punoy ay) usym g Aep [nun ‘Asuanof
Aep-aa1y} aay) Jo sjuase ayJ, "pIeoqe
gaadnjol asawWealA YInos (00'p
s ‘weny Buonay Jojysall ay) uo
JoqivH uodies 1391 weyd de) 'sa010,
JSTUNLUIIIOY) 0} JUIIUIA0E |EUOISIAD
DWWEBUIBIA WINoS 3l) JO Japusing
oy Jajje sanoy ‘gu6T ‘0f wdy up
*UBWAIUNOD SIY JO SAAL] ) Futaes 10§
Inq S131pjos Awaua Juj(|iy Joj j0U JEpR
WBUSIA A1) JO 53018Y aY] JO SU0 e
8¢ An 203N weyq wrde) diyg

SSOUD AAUALAL fd



hespital in Hong Kong, where the refu~
gees went on the first leg of their jour-
ney to new homes. Capt. Pham him-
self, who did not sleep at all during the
entire voyage and had to attend con-
stantly to the state of the ship's ma-
chinery and conditions onboard, tock
three months in the Hong Kong refu-
gee camps recovering from exhaus-

tion. .

All of the mishaps suffered during
only three days can hardly be listed
here much less detailed. The Truong
Xuan Jeft with but three members of a
12-man crew, the others fearing the
_voyage would end in disaster. Two ref-
ugee ships that left before the surren-
der had been ambushed on the Saigon
River.

. Twenty miles from Saigon the ship’s
_engines. broke down, and it had to be
beached on the river bank awaiting re-
pairs. The passengers were in constant
terror lest they be captured or at-
tacked; rumors were spread — by sab-
oteurs, Capt. Pham thinks — that he
himself was a Communist, and intend-
ed to deliver the refugees into the
hands of the enemy. .

That night, when the passengers fel
safe for once in the darkness, the en-
tire sky suddenly was lit up with explo-
sions. According to Capt. Pham, ev-
eryone fell to their knees: “You could

_have seen all the religions in the world,

aying.” But the explosions were only
m fireworks shot off by North Viet~
namese soldiers celebrating their vics

When the engine failed to start after

persistent attempts to repair it, the’

soldiers on board the Truong Xuan
commandeered g{ reiuctant tugboat
and forced it to pull the ship out to sea.
Luckily the weather was good, and the
sea calm enough for the river-going
vessel. The Truong Xuan's engine fi-
nally started, only to break down again
after a half-hour.

The ideals, the value of human life*
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(Continued on Page E-3)
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Three days later, crowded with 4,000 refugees, Capt. Pham Ngoc Luy’s ship
finds the Clara Maersk — and safety — in the South China Sea.
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ant man dignity that
promped Capt. Pham to un-
dertake his voyage of mercy
remained secure in the most
extreme circumstances. He
once reversed course, against
the protest of all others on the
ship, to look for one man who
had fallen overboard. He was
inspired to this action, he
says, by the story of a North
Sea captian who turned around
after 22 hours to seek a lost
seaman, which taught Capt.
Pham the necessity of com-
passion, and the duty of a
ship's captain. The man was
found after 25 minutes,

Capt. Pham was in more
personal danger than anyone
else onboard the Truong Xua,
He dared not even recognize
his family, for fear of retalia-
tion by saboteurs. Yet he
risked his own life to protect a
suspected saboteur who had
been captured and beaten by
some of the soldiers. “They
kill,”’ he told them, “we
don't."” Once on the open sea,
and free from fear of attack,
Pham forced all the soldiers
ta m.

A. .08 was broadcast con-
stantly, Pham was advised by
radio from Washington, D.C,,
to go south where he would
meet the 7th fleet. He went
south; no ship met him. An-
other ship passed by, but
turned away when it saw the
refugees crowded on the
Truong Xuan's deck. And
when Pham finally reached
the Clara Maersk, the captain
of that ship wanted to accept
only half the refugees. Leav-
ing his own ship in danger
from saboteurs, Capt. Pham
went ahoard the Clara Maersk
— with two Vietnamese law-
yers — lo negotiate for the
rest.

Intending to remain on the
Truong Xuan, Capt. Pham
abandoned his ship only when
advised by the engineer that
its condition was hopeless.
The ship remained afloat,
however, and was found later
adrift in the South China Sea.

“There are many stories in
my story,” reflects Capt.
Pham. The 4,000 men, women,

ar  ildren who were his pas-

se._ .s, from all classes and
all occupations — merchants,
laborers, professional people

— form a cross-section in min-
iature of Vietnamese society,
Each has his own tale to tell,
At least one other book is
being written about the
voyage of the Truong Xuan, by
a woman lawyer who eventu-
ally travelled 10,000 miles to
be united with her husband
and family overseas.

Capt. Pham wants his story
to serve as a warning to other
nations of the dangers of Com-
munism, a danger he feels can
be appreciated only by those
who have suffered under it.
Twice before Pham has lost
his home, first in 1946 during
hostilities between Commu-
nists and Nationalists, again

in 1854 when he fled from
Communist North Vietnam, If
South Vietnam were free he
would return; but Pham
thinks that now the Commu-
nists are there, they will re-
main,

Pham also blames the cor-
ruption and dissention in the
South Vietnamese government
for its final defeat. He sees
the same danger in corruption
in government here, which
will weaken and divide the
country, he fears.

Capt. Pham, however, is
neither a politician nor an
idealogue. He considers the
straightforward facts of his
case suificient testimony,

Freedom voyage, communism’s perils

without embellishment or po-
lemic,

Author Paul Scarpelli feels
that as a political document
"The Freedom Voyage of the
Truong Xuan™ is a different
approach to the probiems of
communism than is usually at-
tempted. At a time when the
public is no longer willing to
accept intellectual responsib-
lity for their country’s in-
volvement in the Vietnam
War, and for the fate of the
South Vietnamese refugees,
this book makes its appeal on
a personal level, allowing the
reader to identify with the ex-
periences of other human
beings, rather than confront-

ing him with ideological, ;
ical or abstract socio-econ
ic questions.

Pham Ngoc Luy is now
tled in Kew Gardens, Qui
with his wife and youn;
daughter. His eight other ¢
dren are living in Canada
in Washington, D.C. Hir
only a high school graud
with two years of navigal
school, Pham has espends
his means to put them thr
college and graduate scho

He has no plans to seek
ployment in the near fu]
For the time being, he il
voted to the completion ¢
book.
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By Bob Burchetle—The Washington Post
Luy Ngoe Pham patiently answers countrymen’s letters.

Man W ho Saved 4,000
Still W ants Own Ship

By Judith Valente
Washington Post Btaff Writer

In his native South Viet-
nani, Luy Ngoe Pham was a
merchant marine captain
for a Saigon shipping firm.
On April 30, 1975—the day
North Vietnamese commu-
nists captured Saigon—he
took 4,000 refugees on board
a battered, malfunctioning
cargo ship and eventually
led them to safety in a Hong
Kong refugee camp.

Pham now lives with his
24-year-old son in an effi-
ciency apartment at 2801
Quebec St. NW. The captain,
57, has no job and no furni-
ture in his apartment. He
lives on the money his son
makes as a researcher for
Inter-Development, Inc., an
Arlington consulting firm.

Sometimes he takes walks
—to the zoo on Connecticut
Avenue near his home or to
Georgetown. But most of
the time he writes, in a tiny
scrawl on loose leaf paper,
seated at a small, unvar-

nished wooden desk mnear
the window in his apart-
ment,

The captain is writing the
story of the two days he and
other refugees spent aboard
the Truong Xuan (the ship's
name means “forever
young” in Vietnamese) be-
fore it was rescued—adrift
in the China Sea—by the
Danish vessel, the Clara
Maersk. The Clara Maersk
took all the refugees on
board and brought them to
Hong Kong. :

It's a story that reads like
a film scenario—full of vio-
lence, desperation  and
death, ending in victory and
hope.

Pham, a slight, soft-spo-
ken man with a gray Fu
Manchu moustache, said he
is writing his memoirs, “for
my family and the descen-
dants of all Vietnamese ref-

See REFUGEE, 03, Col. 2



Man Who Saved 4,000 W ants Own Ship

REFUGEE, From C1

ugees so that they will know
there was no corruption
aboard my ship, but that
there was respect for human
life.”

On April 3, 1975, the cap-
tain was on a voyage to sev-
eral South Pacific -cities
when he heard over his
ship’s radio that communist

forces were within 45 miles -

of Saigon. Most of the ship's
crew had family in Saigon
and begged Pham to return
to the capital. Pham’s wife,
three daughters and a son
were also there. Pham
agreed to return.

On April 29, after a night
of heavy shelling that al-
most destroyed the Saigon
airport, Pham persuaded his
employer to give him a ship
to help his family and some
200 neighbors and friends
flea Saigon.

The flight out of the capi-
tal was delayed a day be-
cause the Truong Xuan's
boiler needed repairing. As

Pham’s family and friends’

were boarding the ship on

the morning of April 30,
word came that communist
tanks had entered Saigon
and were moving toward the
president’s palace.

The next thing Pham re-
members is seeing thou-
sands of people rush to the
gate where the ship was
docked and begin climbing
aboard the vessel.

When his ship finally left
Saigon, there were 4,000 ref-
ugees on board and only 10
bags of rice and 180 tons of
fresh  water. Normally,
Pham would have had a 25-
member crew to assist him.
Hisg crew that day consisted
of a chief mate, chief engi-
neer, an oiler and a radio
operator—a refugee who
had volunteered for the job.

“I was torn between the
desire to help these people
and my own fear. I knew
they were all looking at me
and believing in my ability
to help them.

“I couldn’t look at them,
though. I saw only a mass of
heads, not anyone's face. I
stayed far from my family

because I didn’t want to see
fear in their faces,” the cap-
tain explained in Vietnam-
ese. His son, Son, a business
student at American Univer-
sity, translated for him
when Pham felt it was
necessary to switch from
French to Vietnamese fto
express himself.

The fear was justified,
The captain tells of refugees
who drank their own urine
when the water supply ran
low, of a man who shot his
head off and had to be
thrown into the sea, of a
woman who wanted to give
her baby sleeping pills be-
cause it was dying of thirst.

Pham does not dwell long
on these memories, but pas-
ses quickly to those he says
“show the value of human
life. He likes to tell of turn-
ing his ship &round to
search for a man who had
fallen overboard because he
thought the man might still
be alive,

“I read once in Reader’s
Digest that a man survived
20 hours in the water. I felt

it was my duty to search for

this refugee. We found him
just before nightfall. He was
alive.”

The engine of the Truong
Xuan broke down on the
second day, and the ship
was drifting in the China
Sea when the Clara Maersk
came along. That ship's cap-
tain, Anton Olsen, agreed to
take the refugees on board
and carry them to Hong
Kong. The Truong Xuan
was left behind.

The refugees spent sev-
eral months in the Hong
Kong refugee camp where
they slept on blankets on
the floor and ate cucumbers
and rice. Most of them since
have found sponsors in sev-
eral American cities and for-
eign countries.

The captain has received
about 1,000 letters from ref-
ugees and Spends several
hours a day answering them.
One of the letters he re-
ceived conveys the gist of
all of them; "We shall never
forget you and our future
generations will remember
you." :

When Pham writes back,
he asks his countrymen to
send money to the 35 refu-
gees who are still in Hong
Kong 'and have not yet
fund a sponsor in a foreign
country. .

Of Pham's own family,
two daughters and two sons
have settled in Toronto, an-
other son and two daughters
are in Rockville. and an-
other daughter is in Queens,
New York. Mrs. Pham lives
with her sister in Falls
Church.

Pham decided to live with
his son rather than his wife
because the  apartment
where she lives was too
cramped, he said. But the
Pham children are all put-
ting money aside to buy a
house for their parents. The
family reunites each week-
end at the captain’s eldest
son’s home.

Despite his age, Pham
hopes to become a sea cap-
tain for an American ship-
ping firm when his two-year
parole as a refugee in this
country is up and he can ap-
ply for status as a perma-
nent resident alien.

“As a sea captain, I had a
private bath, private dining
area, good food to eat on
board my ship,” he said,
looking at the two floor
mats in the middle of the
apartment that are his and
his son’s beds.
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PROCES - VERBAL ( REPORT )

Ordinary Meeting of The Steering Committee May 3rd at § AM
I- To enlarge the composition of The Steering Committee :

a) Captain M/S Truong xuan Pham Ngoe Luy : Chief

b) Lawyer Thong : Deputy
¢) Lieut/Col Hai : Member
d) Lieut/Col hung : Member

2- Send cable to UN Secratary General, Pregsident and Congress of
the USA The Prime !{inister of Danmark'all chiefs of state in
thefree world.

3= Send cable to press zgencies Kyodo. AP. UPI.AFP Reuter

4~ Suggestions to Captain /S¢Lara Maersk to send cable to 7?? Fle
USA ( that has been doms )
of
5= Problem”Distribution of food and water

6~ Sanitary problems

7- Security problems

The Deputy TheCommi tee chief
/
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